The knowledge that certain occupations may lead to disease is probably as old as these occupations, but the first comprehensive effort in occupational medicine was made by Ramazzini in 1700, and the active prevention of occupational diseases began much later.
Activities on an international scale were first instituted at the Congress of the International Working Men's Associations in 1867, and from 1890 various congresses dealt with protective regulations and legislation.
The Permanent International Commission for the Study of Industrial Diseases, founded in 1906, has organized nine international congresses in European cities. The conception of health protection through the united efforts of several countries was, therefore, not new when the International Labour Organization, established in accordance with the Treaty of Versailles, subsequently set up an Industrial Hygiene Division.
Activities of the International Labour Organization
The International Labour Organization is a specialized agency in relationship with the United Nations, and comprises the International Labour Conference, the Governing Body, and the International Labour Office.
The Conference, which meets annually, is composed of national representatives of government, management, and labour. This tripartite representation is an essential feature of the Organization. Its The subject of the objectives and minimum standards of social security, including medical care, was on the agenda of the 1951 Conference, and will possibly be embodied in a Convention.
Revision of the Maternity Protection Convention is envisaged, and the steps to be taken to protect women workers, in view of their roles as mothers and home workers, are being studied by the Office.
Underground work of young persons in mines, which was dealt with in the Safety Code for Underground Work in Coal Mines, is being studied with the view to the drafting of international regulations.
The possibility of establishing international regulations for extending to agriculture the medical examination of young persons under 18 years is under consideration. The Office is also dealing with the following problems.
Recommendations of the Third International Conference of Experts on Pneumoconiosis.-A classification of radiographs in certain forms of pneumoconiosis was established at the Conference, and work on an international basis is progressing. This involves comparisons between the classification of identical radiographs examined by experts in various countries.
The Conference drew attention to the problem of preventing pneumoconiosis in civil engineering undertakings such as tunnelling, etc., and in the handling of grain cargoes, and the Office is studying measures against these hazards.
A directory of specialists in pneumoconiosis is in 
